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What is a Workflow? 

Like a flowchart ̌.  or a state diagram ̌.  or based on rules.   

A program declared as set of activities  

Coordinates people and software 

Has real-world control flow  

Runs durably and transparently 

Tolerates dynamic change 
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1. Activity Network - Nodes & Transitions  
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2. Activity Definitions  

Å Resource Requirement 

Å Work Items 

Å Applications 

3. Data Definitions  
Å Workflow Relevant Data   

Å (Application Specific Data) 

Å Options for Sequential, Parallel & Conditional paths 



     Microsoft Workflow systems  
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EX: Check Inventory  EX: Escalate To Manager 

Graphical Designer 

Component Palette  

Execution Engine 

Execution Services 

Extensibility  

Like a flowchart ...  Or a state diagram é  



1. Windows Workflow Foundation  

2. BizTalk Server 

3. SharePoint Server 



Single framework  for building 
Workflow applications on Windows  

Programming model,  
runtime and tools 

Highly extensible  

Supports Human/System Workflow 

Supports long running Workflows 
and their state  
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Messaging 
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Transformation 

Adapters 

BizTalk Server 

Accelerators 

Premium BPM server 

Distinct server product  

Use in B2B, EAI, BPM scenarios 

Deployable solutions 

Manageability, Scale-out 

 

Workflow 

Future version will migrate to 
Windows Workflow Foundation for 
orchestration 

.NET 3.X, 4.X 

Visual Studio Designer 

Windows Workflow  

Foundation 

 Workflow framework  

Future technology exposed via  
.NET 3.0  

Broad set of scenarios  

Used to build solutions  

Enables manageability and scale-out in 
solutions 

Use for building workflow into apps or 
workflow enabled servers  

 

 






